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ALLERGY -2 ASTHMA

CENTER OF AUSTIN

Allergy shots made easier!

Accelerated immunotherapy — build up in 1/3 less visits!
Expanded early merning hours!
And, as always, we offer Saturday morning injections!

William C Howland MD & Allen K Lieberman MD
10801-2 N Mopac Expwy #150 Austin 78759
345-7635, www.nosheezes.com

rillicant

benjaminmoore.com

Go green with Benjamin Mocre —
Qur newest products are better for the
environment, beauliful for your home.
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Clement'’s Paint & Decoraling

1211 W. 6th Street 2012 W. Koenig Lone
Austin, TX 78703 Austin, TX 78756
512-480-8464 512-452-6202

www.clementspaint.com
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11" ANNUAL AJFF

Makes Moviegoing
Experience Interactive

By Jeremy Simon

As the Austin Jewish Film Festival entered
its second decade, it brought more than just
movies to central Texas.

The 11th year of the festival offered films,
of course — with a total of more than 25
features and shorts - but it also included a
variety of arts that deepened the audience’s
experience. In addition to the films screened
at the Regal Arbor Cinema and George-
town’s City Lights Theater, AJFF audiences
were treated to artwork, a live music perfor-
mance, and a photography exhibit at the
nearby Jewish Community Center.

To  accompany the dl)llumcn[ary,
“Through the Eye aof the Needle: The Art
of Esther Nisenthal Krinitz,” Bernice Stein-
hardt, daughter of the fabric artist featured
in the film, brought one of her mothers
original works to share with the Repal
Arbor audience. The artwork, showing the
Statue of Liberty, recalled their family’s
arrival to New York City in the wake of
the Holocaust. “It's a very touching piece,
filled with my mother's hope for a new life
in America, with a new family, after having
lost nearly everyone she loved during the
Iolocaust,” Steinhardt says.

As for live music, Nefesh brought the melodic flavors of the world to the Regal Arbor,
where the locally-based band demonstrated a hypnotizing blend of Jewish, Balkan, and
Flamenco music (and dancing!) before the screening of “The Ballad of the Weeping Spring.” a
film with music at its core. “The movie that we were opening for embraced many contrasting
musical elements and genres, and allowed us to showcase our similar musical diversity with
an emphasis on our Jewish flavor with a flamenco Romani theme,” says Nefesh singer and
violinist Michelle Alany. The performance included Yemenite Shabbat song "D'ror Yikra,"
Yiddish tune "Der Rebbe Elimelech,” and Serbian Romani song "Verka Kaludzerka."

Meanwhile, concurrently on display at Gallery at the J, AJFF sponsored a phota
exhibit from Tsrael's Pri-Or Photo House, subject of the AJFF film, “Life in Stills” Ben
Peter, grandson of the owner of The Photo House and himself featured in the film, made
his first trip to Austin to answer questions following both of the ilm’s screenings.

Peter says that he believes watching the film makes audiences very curious about
the Phaoto Hause archives, which include one million phota negatives documenting
Israel’s defining moments. “To get the opportunity to see a real exhibition right after
the screening is amazing” he says. “The film itself shows a small bite from this huge
beautiful collection, and I think it's great that the [ AJFF| gave its audience the chance to
continue this journey in time and go to see the actual photographs™

Tor one festival attendee, the Q&A with Peter was a festival highlight. “To meet and
have access to the person in the film was a pleasure,” says Cheryl Bowser, adding that
the audience was able to learn more about the film, Peters’ relationship and work with his
grandmother, as well as their efforts to save The Photo House.

Along with the quality of the films, extras and experiences such as these keep audiences
returning to the AJFF vear after year.
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